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In 1973, the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries OPEC created a global energy crisis by reducing crude oil
production. That event and others precipitated a fuel price increase of approximately 400%. This crisis triggered the establishment
of the National Maximum Speed Limit (NMSL) of 55 mph by Congress on January 1, 1974. Consequently, to avoid losing federal
highway funding, states were forced to reduce all higher speed limits to meet the NMSL. Subsequently, after the energy crisis
subsided, the NMSL remained in effect for many years.

During the 1980s, the number of drivers who drove faster than 55 mph increased greatly. By 1987, nearly 85% of all drivers
exceeded the 55 mph NMSL. Consequently, in 1987 the federal government allowed the states to increase speed limits on some
rural interstate freeways from 55 mph to 65 mph. The state of California responded to this opportunity in May of 1987 by increasing
the speed limit to 65 mph on 1155 miles of rural interstate freeways. Eighteen months later, the total reached 1307 miles. Finally, on
November 28, 1995, the NMSL was repealed and the state of California increased the speed limit from 55 to 65 mph on December
19, 1995 on 2200 miles of freeway. Then, on January 8, 1996 the speed limits on the 1315 miles of rural interstate freeways were
elevated to 70 mph.

The primary goal of this research effort is to determine if there is a statistically significant change in collision experience due to
recent speed limit increases on California State highways.
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